Electrophysiologic studies of a combination of secobarbital and dibucaine for euthanasia of dogs.
A combination of secobarbital and dibucaine was compared with secobarbital and with dibucaine, given IV, for euthanasia of dogs. The secobarbital-dibucaine combination was the most effective, as determined by latency to electrical silence of the EEG and ECG, as well as by visual observation of the behavior of the animal. The combination product produced a quiet and rapid death, according to all electrophysiologic changes that were monitored, whereas the barbiturate resulted in prolonged myocardial activity. Dibucaine alone is not desirable for use for euthanasia.